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Prophetical miracles in a great measure belong to
the schools of Elijah and Elisha, so the Ecclesiastical
have a special connection with the ascetics and soli-
taries, and the orders of families of which they were
patriarchs, with St. Antony, St. Martin, and St. Bene-
dict, and other great confessors or reformers, who are
the antitypes of the Prophets. Moreover, much mi^ht
be said concerning ,the romantic character of the
Prophetical miracles. Those of Elisha in particular
are related, not as if parts of the history, but rather
as his " Acta ;" as illustrations indeed of that double
portion of power gained for him by Elijah's prayer, and
perhaps with some typical reference to the times of
the Gospel, but still with a profusion and variety very
like the luxuriance which offends us in the miraculous
narratives of ecclesiastical authors. Elisha begins by
parting Jordan with Elijah's mantle; then he curses
the children, and bears destroy forty-two of them;
then he supplies the kings of Judah, Israel, and Edoin
with water in the wilderness, and gives them victory
over Moab ; then he multiplies the oil; then he raises
the Shunammite's son ; then he renders the poisonous
pottage harmless by casting meal into it; then he
multiplies the bread and barley; then he directs
Naaman to a cure of his leprosy; then he reads
Gehazi's heart, follows him throughout his act of
covetousness, and inflicts, on him NaamanV leprosy;
then he makes the iron swim; then he reveals to the